BRINGING UP KIDS TOG.TH.R IN HACKNLY.
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.+ Or ratheér trying to stay sane and survive with them, has
certainly thrown a strong searchlight on the IDsAS of
LIBLRTARIANISM - So you think your a libertarian - well wha+t does.
that make the kids? (you ADULT, AGii, CHAUVLNISTS) ?

Whats. been happening? I think we need to look at our relatioﬁship
with kids Trom a fow angles. Because it involves:

1. What each person has worked out in their heads about kids,
and how realisti¢ this is in practice.

2. What has happened when we've tries to spread our ideas.
pp

3. How the real enemy - the ILocal Authorities has not yet been”
challenged, , ’ T g

1. WHAT PuOPLé HAVE WORKED OUT (Amongst. ourselves)

That we do not want to h ve relationships with kids the official

way - .in a FAMILY which establishes the neurotic craving for a

love relationship with 1 person (or 29) which dominates all our

lives & ties our need to the FAMILY to our need for the STATE &

keeps peoples sexual & emot.onal drives safely channelled into

capitalism (see Reich & fngels)

But this doesn't mean SHMASH THi FAMILY (horrible simplistic

slogan) - It doesn't mean smash the love between people in a

family - but rather challenge the repressive structure of the -

family.

HOoW? , | | Y
Well - by questioning our property relatiorships with childreén, -




- by Hrying wce aveld coniiriming sex roles,
- by trying nost to teach them consumerism satisfies. ® 1i.e,
y &

o
bribing them with ice-cream, sweets, toys.

KRR Weire fighting the way CAPITALISM states relationships
should be - and trying to recognize that everyone can be
responsible and responsive wth kids. (Though oFf course its not
possible tc¢ pretend that we can be totally free of propenty
relationshins & we don't want to live in isolation, or bhe
puritanical ) ' ' ;
ings of love/hate, patience/.

nu feelings
n and about birth i.e. the.

va
intolerance for their child
decision to have children.

Take Hackney -how much'real. choice’did we hawve?

same. of uws wanited to Le preguamt Jbut had doubts when they were)
some. of ws got pregnamt,then aborted.some of us hawe wanted to. b
but havew't yet,some bawse had ai kid and lefit it with. others,,
some hawe adppted kids.
Ewery way - weiwe got kids all amound us, - and no-one wants 40
follow the. 'mother? ‘father’ role way of relating,

- we make arvangsments for the kids to spend as much time as
possibile with esach other - to develope relationships as youmg
as they are able to with other kids’

- we go round to babysit at each other’'s houses.

The way we first started +o try and make our relationships. to
each others kids develop in a more collective way was in the
Graoswvenor Avenue playhouse.

It was open from II -- 5 each day,There were Io to I7 kids ea
each day and 4 - 5 adults who came om a rota basis@there being
abaut 20 adults inwolved)biological paments and big friemds -

I5 women and 4 memn) ' o ‘ ‘

I BAY'S HELL FOR 4 DAYS FREEDOM?

What wag gcod was that we created an anti-authoritariam
playhouse in which we could develeop our trust for each other
looking afiter kids : '

- explore and challenge e
- enter a childas world an
sions and hang-ups.

HOWEVER -

ach other's attitudes
4 learn to play and discover our repres

"non~auvthoritarian organising means very careful
Systematic organising" as Dartmouth Park nursery said.
This didn!+t develop in the G.A. playhouse., I think there was som
common sort of view that any type of structured planning with ki
kids was repressive - that all learning and games should be
spontaneous, ' o _

- Well, that might be trua of feelings.bhul ganes aud learming
cam be that much more exciting if the objects are got togeher
first,

What wsg wevee was that it became primarily a convenience
for adults to gain more Ffreedom, without being prepared to pub
much work and long term thought into making the place better
Physically.

SPREADING IDLAS. ‘ : -

. some Dbpeople used the playhouse and its libertarian ideas
in a soft touch way. Brought their kids,criticised it but never T

felt part of it enough to want to change it - and the minute a st

state place came up --tock it.



We o anand v oootnewr 1o I tﬁm locel authority and got money [rom
various individuals %o stbsidise the costa.

M fact T don't think we tried to sp"ead our ideas.

The playhouse clo= Q during the suwmmer holidays and was replaced
by e AR

THE CRECHE
which is an arw:
3 houses are
Mori to Tri:

i0 reorle and their 5 kids . |
The kids go there between I0 - 6,

7

cach day.We either find a friend to
Dhare the lon2, and in ract find 1t more rewarding
amd easier tkﬂm;ﬂ vtally in to the kids Y and the Leggo and
and monsters Lgh than when we're with another adult an

trying to

QUESTICONS {in my mind are 1it - yet there are no egueshions
answers yeb) ' o
this arre ngHPDu might c,velog,'nn duty - off duty' schizophrenia
" It's oniy fo“ 1w1°pd5 - camw' t grow - we couldn't cope with a
bigger nuaber.Yet: hcw do‘we'grrcad the ideas of a creche?

On my dayv'l go out for walks or off to the cafe and people make.
remarks about "ell yours®' - so I.say '"not likely,its my creche
day" and ‘*cr“oony has thought 1% was a good ldea -straight off

which - is imperfant. [t deesn't vake ig, theoretical explanations

"‘T

WHAT “ARRE OUR DENM
- We have

ons,ideas. :

~Do. we fight for = house, a particular place- or fi gh+ generally

about childcare? v '

— we've often bhecrn near te sguatting & place or occupying the soc

ial services

- or camping outsice

!

Every street needs frﬂ"

—- and not jast over th _

- and now j et fow uhOS ho g0 te work
e B

(V)
- and without state

ANDS? EE
n'% decidecd clearly.Weive reached a set of questi .

all and svopping traffic,

1seg for kids

§

be.

p|nwaku“w cieatedin the area/fa. reformist
of a L&:'{\':
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MBEANWHILE -~
Victory for

HOW DU PEQOPLE THINK Wi SHOULD GOT MORET TAKE MORE?
WHAT ARE OTLHERS BAPELINCES? '




