Bepart from the womens meeting of the Newsletter sroups,..london, 10th March

This is the notes of & discusaicn between. wmen delegabes fron the nowslebter . . .

groupse  The meeting teok place cn the 10th Maroh in Londen ta discuss
getting up a womens newspaper and also the possibility of ~ - . a Joint
intervention in the Women and Socialism conference cn the 24th March,
These-notes were teken by two women - one from West Lendcn and one from
Liverpcol and it wasn't decided af the meeting to circulate minubes, so we
hope the initiative to write up the discussion fer the newsletter isn®t
resented by other women. We want to stpess that what we say is bound to be
biased - the minutes weren®t taken verbatim -~ and misses out parts af +he
disuession, Though incomplete, we hope it's useful, :

Present at the meeting were women from Hackney, East London Big Flame,
the West Inndon Newzletter Graup, Merseyside Big Flame, and Bristol,

Intxroduction . o :
% the womens meeting during the last newsletter (W/L) conference, we began
talking about identifying ourselves Politically in relaticn to the women's
movement. We discussed using the women's Livertarian Network Newsheet as .
a means of duvelnping and sharing our ideas and practice., But we felt
that the cireulation of this was limited and not worth putting alot »f effort
into, Instead we felt that there was a need in the wamen's moverent for a
readable agitational paper .....we called a delegate meeting to discuss this
after we'd referred back to our Eroups ;

S x o The guestion nf g newspaper

Hackneyg we should look into using existing papers, for €.,8. Peoples News
Sexvice. And there should be more in the N/L on women -~ but the divisions
aren't just between men and women, for e.g. women squatting is also housing
struggie : '

West Iendon: and articles which arn't about women arnit'about men,

Liverpool: there's no peint in the N/L if women don't-write in it

Hackney: but at the mement there's no development of women's consciousness
througii the N/L,

WeLe: I disagree -~ articles cn the Red Market and Tower Hill did thréw up
new things and discussions on women avc different now frem when the N/L
started.

E.L.: wemen's consciousness gnt dropped in the mixed N/L because we were making
assumpticns - e.g. we went recently to Nottinghmm and found that women there
who are in the N/L seemed diffident about what they were doing = warking in
a women's factory, around prices and in a health group. They didn't sece it
as important to write about what was happening,

HBackney: This could be because there doesn't seen te be anything to write for
Immediate: = & womens news sexvice could fulfill this function,

Wele: But therefs lats of réascns why women don't write up the stuff they do.
We feund writing abrut the Red Market made us find out more and this was

usefula

Autonemy and practice

Beckney: we must understand how much of women's autsnomy has been lost through
the N/L conferences -~ like in the last one the general discussion we were to
have had got lust in the hassle over men's groups,
What we're decing is more than 'autonomeus wemen's struggle! - it's carrying
over our understanding of, for example the family, into the struggles of working
¢lass women over for €s8cy Squatting, Hew you organise is important in
breaking down accepted ideas about the family - e.g. sharing shopping, child
minding, housework; Living collectively, as many of us do, isn'$ the
only alternative to the family,

Wels: Shopping togethsr ete, could begin te break down the isclatien of wemen -

ilsolation being a problem of Trepression,
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'Wxﬂd\ﬁtr'“*the yonen, _has_to_go _back to-challenge .*hert man ,mdmdually.
Many wemen-wen't get involved in the hassles 5f other women's arriages, -
I Tower Hill we've talked about “the’ probi‘ems ‘&f “the nmuclear famlly, but
the farily gives alat of people. support and th:.s makes it dlfflcul't to
challenge in persrnal Waye :
Ao u:!.vlty on Tower Hill wolives men ag wel_L as Women oo

E.Ls: men's involvment in commmity struggles means thoey have te challenge
work e.g, refusing ¥o do overtime so they can g" on _demosu etc, and because
of the effect svertiime hes -on women, a

Bristol: but overtime cen be an escape for men away from the home,

Welo: Maybe we should gee it in *terms of what we went - the relaflonglﬁp  ; P

between free individuals - men snd women seeing that they are both f:l.ghtlng

the system but recognising different - things in each rcher. '
Hockney: But this is assuming hat the family is si11 intact, o Mll'bon :

Keynes (new town [ist -oainide nerth I.ondr\n3 meny families.are spllttmg, ‘

but there's nowherw for women to. g, 'Ihey'"r-e "demanding hous:mg for women :

alone with kids.  We have %o tr'y and work out what happens in families wevize

rrganising with. In the Claiments Union husbands and wives were fz.ghtlng

each cther - but we mdn*t begin to resolve “hat - except some women 'th.re

ened tc beat a hus oana up i‘n-* beating hlS er,,

um1a1 -

Hackney: We have % #orls out how 416 aﬂpj:'oach preblems in ‘theoret:.cal dnoument
E.L, : We ceuld take:a papticuler issue like sexuallty and really g» into it,
L'pool: We could prviduce pamphie’s on.what we're doing "~ they would be a way
of going wider than the new ;,ltrtuem
Woliot We need to:gencralise move,.. to work cut analytically what we're domg
and to inciuvde some ﬂf the wonen *\rﬂ are orgam.f‘lng 'hlth in prﬁduc:l.ng
wreitten stuff. L
L'pool: But this sheuldn'i be 0:11‘ nee. i, VOmLns papers - it should happen in the
papers we'lre producing with men as wel Lo -
EeLe ¢ It would be grod if wa coculd.produce.a journal like wemen? 8 Own(cn.rc. IIEJ.]._Lﬂ ,
coats Tp) We shouldde .;re writing from Salking to people - 'branscrlpts of -
eonvergations with pecple (. Z‘LM{e L,he T HJ.L] r"nes) beﬂause they are muc:h
casier to read, : ., ; : . ‘ o it e

~Newslelten

Sheould we make it morw fully available?

Welo : I don't think. evexything we write should necesssarily be ecasily readable by
everyone, We need thenretical claxrity which involves a level of political
urderstanding = its n2 just a question of language. There is uneven devis.,

and the newslwiter cuwy perform this functicn.

Ec.L, The mewslevter gets cus of date very quickly. We need a journal that could se
serve more gcnea,a? interests., I'm not thinking - couk represced feelings of -

sexuality -» we're not wai blng about this but we should because its affecting
and changing us all ghe time, We could use a Jou:mal for this kind of thing,
because it wouldn(¥ be &7 transitory. =~ -

Hackney: Red Rag could be usad .for that.

BoLe t c..or the new theorstical journal , though the rest of the contents might
be too heavy and would put off women who we'd like tn tead our S‘tuffa
Hadmt,y Red Pag has € wide circuda“ic n which wé should use. :

W.L. : But we'd have to imake clear certain assumptions if we wrote fer Red Bag

| or Spare.Rib. ind we must make it clear where articles have come from - i
an introducticn about the groups whose written the article - its arge.h—-
isation and: histéry, We should :Ld.entlfy the polltlcal 1deas , name them
if we had a name.

Haclmey: Then for news me shou_d use’ Deoples News Serv:Loe (PNS) there s g0 much

we must miss
E.L. : We should really push the next N/1 conference to use PNS.
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Separate Women's meetings in Newslettr Loups? e

Wele : Ve could start early on Saturday - we must have an agenda - at Present its
too waffly, ' _ i
L'pocl: What should we be diseussing that is specific to women, that all women should
) . disouss? Its shitty when the separation of women end men is forced .on people
: at cenferences, ‘ e i 2 B
Hackney: We need to talks about whatrmwe've learned from the women's movemnet and what
our relationship to it is, : '
E.L, =z Ther!s.not a parallel between women going to womens meetings and men
© going to mens meetings because of our history and political develépment
through the womens movemnet and our class position, o i
Ther's no point going to women's conferénces unless we'lre & more collective
. &reup with something coherent to say, ‘ ' ' '
Bxlg#el s Hew do we do this when welre not?
E.L. : Mur understanding of the Vomens Iiberation Movt, in relation to revolutionary
" -politios does link us, But we want to find mowe women who agree with us,
“We ‘¢an be mich more mystifying if we don't identify who we are and what our
Bristol: We coula produce something for the next conference explaining ourselves,.

Towards the end of the discussion we both stopped taking notes properly. This
was unfortunate because some of the discussion was full but it was difficult

to get down, ; _

There was a discussion about wage demands and wages for housework, Here are s few
peints: i g e ‘ : . ' ; .
We started talking sbout the demand for wages for housework and whether or not
this and all demands for wages or higher wages wepe automatieall§ good. Some of u

the differences within ‘the working class should be criticised, - €ege between
women and nen, But eriticising this wouldn't néan attacking men but attacking the
reactionary elemants which reinforce the divisions between skilled and unskilled,
men and women-etc, which leads us to the demand for a Guarangecd Income, The
demend for wages for housework isn't at the level of less work and more equality, ,

We tolked also about thr rend for notional organisation.  We decided to diseuss
at the next newsletter conference, a paper East London and Heckney were produc-
ing on the women's movement and what we can learn from those exp@riences in -
relation to nationsl organisation, There was some hassle over when we should -
meet at the next conferences - suggested that it should be 10, am Saturday,

The basic points which came out of the meeting : _

1) We showld use FNS much more for news about women and other things to try and
circulate info, round ‘the country, E

2)  We should write mare for Red Rag and Spare Riby, trying as £ar as possible to
identify shere the article comes from - what politics it comes from, not WHO,

3) Want more simple: pamphlets sbout women and other struggles which we would find
easier to hand around generally than the N/L, Suggest that groups think of .
writing brief pampialets too, One on Tower Hill, written by all the women would

be a good start, (the women in the womens group on T,HI1l and BF women in the group)

5} We think we should disciuss joint ideas for womens conferences, with disuussions
before and after. We think we should be more coherent and collective generally,

6) We want more discussions aroun all the things welre doing,

72 Suggest that perhaps N/L conferences begdr with a womens session first thing

‘ saturday. Men should not be forced into mens meeting at the same time

HHHHHH



