FOR THE WOMENS EDUCATIONAL.

Prepase of the nature of this group, we feel that it is necessary to reaffirm

. vhat womens liberation mezmx means to us , i,e. the women in the group, in
order that it doesn"t merely become categorised as political work or political
intervention,

Just as the middleclass has grown prosperous on the backs of the working class
50 men have attained a certain amount of power on the backs of women - this
goes for workingclass men as well @s middle class men - a fact that can be eaéily
HEEEXXXXHEN be proved by working in a working class job or going into a working
class family and observing who does the most work., Women's labou: ie doubly
exploited not only by capitalist, but also by the men of her own class. For
instance I've never once seen a man get up and make the tea during genmera 1
meetings, or any meeting, I've seen political men in this group scatter 1like
flies when children have appeared unexpectedly on the scene,

For this reason our political'activity cannot merely be seen in a
/F_\;rofessional or careerist sense as political work or intervention, but also as
f a constant struggle for our own liberation in whatever areas we are involved in,
and therefore as doubly difficult. For us it is not merely 8 question of
having enough confidence to assert ourselves as political activists to be equal
with men, to assert ourselves at meeting and the needs of women, it is also .
a question of being abié to organise our own material conditions, children,
‘housework, and to struggle against our ﬁast conditioning in the ideological
and material role of women under capitalism to be abié to assert ourselves at‘all.
This is a constant struggié that won"t end until cépitaliSm ends, and it persists

\\ in vhatever area we operate in, whether amongst comrades or in other situations,

™~ of course it is possible for some women to to tkae on a political career in the

same way as men, but in doing this, the woman is losing out, because she is

not only denying her own identity as a woman and just shoving it under the

carpet , her own oppression but ig also betraying the rest of her class.
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pcause of this double struggle, wvomen cen bring a mew consciousness to the class
s:rugzle #s & vhole end therefore nev values, which are constantly resisted by the
nale leftt,; that also includes Big Flame. & lot of vhat women bring to the strugpl

f in terms of values are what are categorised as "socisl values™ or the social
!

[ struggle. Ve have made an analysis consistently that capitulism affects every

i area of our everyday lives, that capltalism is not just an econcmic system, fxxix

xntxnxaxxu:tnixx;xx-u; or rather because it is an economic system it is also a
social system, and it therefore affects and determines our social relationships

end our social lives, «hich exist avery«here and need I say it even in the factory,

! 7o overthro. capitaliam vé cannot merely see this in terxs of economic power but
‘also of social power, vhich 4s alro the pover of the state, It 45 women vho have
E constantly to universalise the struggle;; to fight around health and the heslth
of their éhildren. » childcare not in terms of merely gatting rid of the children
for a fe+ hours, but that children exist at all that they are human beings and
XY social and eexual relationships to pame but a fe- areas. 1t is also these areas
that tend to be dismissed in the aims of any struggle, For instaence where

} there 48 a rent strike there often has to be some collective arrangement about
childcare in order to get things on at all s but vhen the rent strike ends

it is not seen as fwportant that this should continue, or be an aim in itself
the same with organising sbout food - during the miners strike women cawe

together to organise cheap food for themselves, but this vas never zeen 28 an

} important aim of tha struggle or somethéggwg&ft could be continued, yer in away
having to organsie around these things begins to presnet real zoclalist altermatives

\and gets avay Irouw the pure eéonomism of british left politics,

womens struggle against their materisl conditionz ecan include a struggle against
men where it means fighting to get the men to do babysitiing in order that the

WOmEen ¢an meét together, fighting to get recoznition of certain value:s to be

taken seriocusly to get themselves heard. In a way in working in the factery

we KXEBLMHEDNAVEXNENYED at the same time have to confront the social realtions that
exint, the things that isolate us and keep us apart, vhich includes the power
relationships, even to the point of being able to get ourselves heard, and Tecognised

85 having somethin; valid to say.
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This paper has been very descriptive the EXNAXIRC historical analysis?6& ¥ ‘ \
this position has been included in the food coop report and eisewheré,f: :
and has been wtritten to emphadise important aspects of our atruggle. ﬁ=\
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To sum up 1. Ve have to struggle against our materisl conditions as women|
constantly 2. KE In doing this we see the importance of how woman can HEEE,
y 4

unversalise and bring in dmportant social aapehts'fd‘the"stfﬁggle'against 2
capitalism and see how these are integrally linked to the economic system, |

?
3. In doing this we need to be able to work autonomously, also becuase in

i
some aspects our struggle is as much mgmimzexxx in confrontation with men, |
as vith thenm, ' E
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