STRUGGIES OF *° OUTH

Young people have" become 1ncred31nnlj vocal and aot;ve in cnallgnging
our society and 1its valuesg both in a highly organized and political
fd%bl@ﬂ like the students® revoly, and in an individual and only half.-
conscioug way, i;ke trﬂJncy, vandalism, @fd-—tdklﬂo. : .

The organized political challepﬂe has-oome from young people 1in the )
schools. colleges and universities, who have seen that thelr gituation is
not a nriviledzed. initiation into the mysteries of knowledge, but sinmply
an exbtension of the capitddist world, which is geared to mdklnn profits,
and where ‘education' , training dnﬂ,grdenr exiat not for the henefit
of the students, but-for the berv_ut of their future employers. So
students in educational institutions throughout the country have demand-
.ed changes in the- content of .their education, to make it relevant to
their own needs and development, and not to the needs of thelir rfuture

" bosses. At the same time they have cbd11pnged the repressive authorita-
. rian structures of the educational institutions, which have held young

" people in fear and passivity Tor so long, have discouraged them from
thinglng for themselves, or asserting their cwn needs, or even dilscover-
ing what their own needs are.(The totally tnwarranted interference by
educational mxampiurx institutions into young peonle'’s sex lives is

an example of this). Young.people hmve Fouant for the vight to meet with
.members of -the opposite sex, te be able .To live their lives without
interference, to:hdave contraceptives available, miizxz to be able to
decids for. Jn@mqu ves what 1g right.and what ig Wwrong. :

'Wnéxeas tnis consclousg Oqa&_enge to the content and Form of educatlion
has come mainly from nmiddle class students, many young working class
Teoplﬁ agsert the B irrelevance of ‘educatlon' to their cun needs by’
playing tTU”ﬂu and dx onpinr out..In the same way they reject the valyes
that capltaliat society teaches us, that you should get a steady Job,
work hard and save up, get married and bring up a fww1¢3° Hzzmiz  Often
what they rebel against iz _the boringness and seenlng, ‘pointlessness of
this kind of 1life, and, {without having muek consclous political: idea
that mX ﬂljfo might be differeat T mocliety was oroxnwzeo dllferontly—
to make u3 happy. not just to make profits for tne hogses ) tney try to
Tind ways of liTe which are more emciting or meaningful, with different
clothes, music, drusms, {reer “@1dﬁ10T° *vg, Del'nquenay,:vanddllsm. ki
hooliganism, drug-addiction, gang-Tig . these are all ways-in Wh10h
youns pcople express their horedon and. digsatisfaction, with what’ our
.soclety has to offer them. But because tniz révolt is sot gonscious -
‘or qQrganized, dand because there is no clear gense of fighting for x a
different kind of society, it is all to easily contalned cr diverted,
bota by the profiteers who try to appease young people with more and =
newer commodities, and line thelr ciiy pockets at the same time, by the
forces of law and order which come down cn young poeple with great =mx
severity.- and by social workers, youbh’uoriers, and &ll kinds of soegial
manipulators. ‘ : : " g

Neverthcless, we must not underec leﬁu@ the gains that young people

have wan, nor the changes they -have nade in society. They have challenged
the emytvncss of life under sapitdiism, both work and family 1life; and
they have .chown that it -is POuulble-bO relect the work and career struc-
tures laid cut for us, and to have freer and happler relationships

The SuIU?ﬂlO of youth has been largely the strumgle to.create its own
culture., to carve out its own space for freedom and’ requ1V1tyo And . this
space has constantly been invaded by the OOﬂﬂOdle culta“e of a Cdpltdl—
ist production system desparate for new markets. One conscquence of the’
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rapid expdnqLon of commodity vroduot1on in vthe” oost=wa“ boom, wns . the
need to. discover new ﬂaxketm;'aﬂd youth, with money. fo. spend and freed- N
om from TGSPanlblllLleu, ‘seemed to- ‘Frovide. an.. idedl and insatiable ma
‘market, Commodities of 21l ortﬂzm ckothes,. bookq drinks., sex alds, _
coemetlcs. ‘bikeg, music and musical equ1pment "ere tnrust at young
reoplo{(dnd the entrepreneurs try. to draw youoqe? and younger . people

into the consumer narket from year To: Vedr) } James Dean and the - -

cult of the teenage rebel; the violence and TERFYIXNRXELXXWEKX
exhllerauloo nf vock'n roll musics. these are only.two examples where &
the . entrepreneu*s tried to find Smeols to capture tne imag 1ﬁdtlon&

and- speare:cash of ‘youth, only .to. flnd uhomseoves oe ng overtdken by

real rebellion, resdl V1o,herlcec

Young people, disaffected with the blandness and sameness of the culture
offered then, ndVG uTLGd to create thelr own alternative oulburej; the
1950’°,and 1607y s ‘saw & mrowun of alternative bookshops, music, poetry, :
_hagazines,. art, clothesg;- they have experimented with different ways of
1iving 1‘Jae’rf 11veq ‘goommund*-llviao'-w1u03nau1ve health-céntres, free~
iSGhOO]q “the- dlU" culture,: travelling Easty Sthe peaceful alternative -
"poditics?® of the CND movement . The violent manifestations, of rebelllion .
hdve cone md1n7j from working class youth; middle class young people i
have .on; the- whole oonten ed’ uhemsel”eq with °dropp1np out? dand creatlng;
alternatives. But neither "of thése forms of rebellion could be called .
revolutionary, and sometimes it seems to have frig huenLnﬁ’F4501stlc =&
overtones (Pdkl bashing; sexism and virility cult in rock music). Maybe
this . seemlnply a=political characde¢ can 1n pa“L Be attributed to the,
narrow .and lenKe ed VieW of mnat oounuu as p011tlos° taken by most of;
the’ Left, . _

”ouﬂh youth ouluu“n m4y ‘seén .to be'ﬂo rnore Lnam chdnpe of att—f

1tude in: large numbers of individ Uulu, it is in fachb:a whole social ~:
-movement co rresponding to particular vhd"“ g in uhe*orﬁdnlthlon of > T4

::oapltallst.uooletd‘ whe%e nunoredﬂ and thousands:of bored. frustrated. . .
young peoplé are séeking for change. In Big rlame we think that oapltalw
ism must be challenged not only. on account of the material and phy81ca1
ndeShlp it ‘inflicts on the working class, but also on account: of tne '
dullneqelaod emptlness it makeg of our liwves. And #in EhLS ohdllenﬁe,
K younv poople ndve taken the lead.’ : E o
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