(5

ﬂ'cordESGend¢ng and L“LLE““ 1'."

. The Bow thOOl Camoalgn A Tew of us were intens ively involved in this
“eampaign from lcn'“lcept¢ n for a pcriod of 6 months to 1ts (temporary? )
- demise. We were seen in the campaign as individuals, as teachers, students,

‘as ‘‘nice people’, as hotheads or hard workers or mediators -~ sométimes
even as’ sociallst infidtiduala. e had no coantext in which we could work
.out the pollnlcs Wwe were bringinls to bhat:situation, so we were oi'ten
_confused on a nimber of Tlevels ﬁ'ﬂe were btaken up with the weelkly develop
~ments and didnt have to explain what we. wers doing to a larger SUDUD .«
This m-ghu have made us Think unere about our involvments and made us
;clearer about uhe Jicds of thlngs We coulid do in the s1huaulon.
Thé campaign- uwas regarded as a complebe loooce from the beglaning. This
" has advantzages because it _hsant that local counclllorc and CP -couldnt
make” dny capital out-of 1%t: The .parents had to do everytihing Lhenselves

jLand wére told: they were lﬂghLan a’ hopeless‘uuppdlrnq The campaign regul

“’érly involved abeout 30- 50 0f the most.active and militant parents. The
weekly meetlngs Tiere vezv ODS1L. ﬁnis'wau,wwsﬁm"ro naintain because no

counciTIOTS or t achers would »eally. ide nuxfy themsalves. w1Ln it. (orig-
~ina¥ly’ some I8 peoprt: were involvoid as part ol a grovp ciailed'people
ooncerned with' belter education ir Ragt “04do ¢ .. they were all for havin

~ingia commntuee ;*Tople gcu Blosed off with them, especlally when they
did e Iat of bhe teliking at the meetings, but dic 1ittle of the work. The

S o~ey- aSSLmed it would e e vood <dea -for them ro "be the 'offlcers® - it

'WHS partly. in rsaction te this we retalned an open and democratic campaii
.0fily be godn S0 :hpflaooa"_pc"“x headguaters Jdid people realise how
1% work: uhﬂo@gn she labour party. This
experience was ‘more imporiant: thai athhlng we could have said. Though
.for soéme. paremtvgﬂtq;s meant we had ta .'go. to 'unﬁ top' and appeal to Nrs
]Thatchern IT wag’i the exp*f1enca of the campaign that the more‘-
Cmilitant PﬂTehuu' izsed. off. wi .the: 'eslf-appointed® leaders - the
parents who we:e _ ‘with the “cnoom and more chdvineced that 1t was
1mportanu Lo put &, goaﬁvCase} o. Mra FThatchers This came Lo some kind
of crunch. whexw the kidg whnted to. orgLane:tome kind of ‘gbtrike in the
gchooli, The mowe militant ﬁarenpu went along to g:ve their support, while
other stayed qﬂav,5n4 evcn_ Jiormei fhe sshool of what was planned.
“Often we #ho mere WorkJng in %he oumnqu, while sympathlslng wit
the more militaws harents got trapped-jnto playing a medlating role,
feeling ie hau,io *hoﬁd the tampzign “together'. We were afrald of taking
sldes too opanky’ Because we Were npb pert of o political group wei lost
sight: ‘of ‘who wexm vere ag revolulionarieg - 'saving the sbhool?! became
all imporitant, especially as we came to reel what this meant to parents
- more important than developing the contradictions of the situation.
We were diffident about pusiing gome dirsctl actlona, because it wac
parents and kids who woulé 'gsuffer the consequenses'. Our lack of clarity
and analysis about the kinde of damands and actions that could beat
develp the struggzle. We knew the East End was under attack as people are
beling pushed ou




But we were confused about what it means to 'save’ ©This school, with its
authoritardsnism. its shitty buildings ete, beyond the idea that the
people 'of Bow wanted their own school and didnt see why 1%t should go
because the ILEA sald so. We were surpised that the kids were ready to
fight for it and by their abitachment to it. This had something to do with
it being a small school; where kids knew each other. - _

As part of a goup we cpuld have been making our Sotal perspectiv
clearer from the start. People would have challenged us more readily and
we would have said more avout whc wexy were ~ uhy should kids need to -
glog through this shit to get the kinds of jobs they gel under capital
~ism ? - What are these schools for - our needs o the bosses ? ete )We
could talk more coniidently about -the attaclk on the working class. Ve
could have been a lot clearer aboitt our support of themeost millitant’
parents and the ¥ids and mmzz put more sffort into their struggle (tho=
-ughk it is aluways  going to be difflcult to work with parents and kids
at the sames time ?3. We tended to think we had to support reformism
where 1t was vobted on -~ we'd have had a betber basis for backlng out of
it if we had explained more clearly what we were ddng in the campiang,.
This ig easier il our invivment in the campalgn was a part of 'a more
general involvement in the DPoliticsE of the area. We could have more .
confidently challenged the idea of ‘asking’ the ILEA for what we¢ winted
- and posed the guestion of taking it - eg by occupylng the school:
during the holidays. ' . ' : . R

Whether the campaign "failed® of ‘succeeded’ in terms of keeplhg the
school oper uas not the guection~ rather the guestion is the ability "

‘of »the pecple in' theé campaign.io carry out organisang together-snd o
develop their auionomous strugile - to refuse to be schooled where and
how :they tell. us and then to take the campaign beyond. the school. It was
hard to build upon the campalgn and to generalise it because' people. saw
fs7as 'interested in-education’ - so wouidnt naturally think of ‘contact
-ing: us. in, other striggles. If we had presented ourselves as ‘more of.a
polikical grovping, then we would have been more able. to develop the rel
~ationchips we had Puil@ up. A group ‘that more militant parentss may
hdve wanted to come to could have helped parents and kids .talk things

out - to deepen their own underatanding of the sitwation, ~to: help then
see the stiuggle in all its fronts and in a nistorical cohtéxt and help
»them, spread the struggle %o other areas (This was only done on a personal
basis: by bringing people Trom the Schools campalgn to. the. Hoplar Hospital
Campaign). It snt so clear how thig all might have happened ~ what:iis

clear is ﬁpmbﬁhipg atout. the politics of.°campaignsﬂ,hscﬂpasily-you ge
¢ idrawn into .theé groupings and it .becoues hard to ask more genéral quest

~idns. So.easily you =lip into giceediing reformigm. because ‘this ‘is what
the "majority" tend vo be_thinkingiiﬁ“tefm&:ofe;Ibmbeqdmasjggrd'to-work

nd develop with those parents who felt the'need for géﬁeﬁhiﬂé differen,
“because there is =0 eagy conbext to get togheb. - . G- T -



