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AGENDA

I, Discussi n of report b:cks plus rccent developnonis.

2eConforcnce ropobtiRole of ¢ report ot Conf. Relo in Not., Org [q /7 :5
3,Gener-l wonens mecting ~t or before cont.

4.5trus 1o notes '

5«800rad . of 8.

Present? Live I WL BL,B. Unfortunately nocne from Man., wee hers and the BL
delegete hod to lenve eorly which ncde the discusiion less orxtensive thon
it could h-we bocn. ' ‘

WL, WC is not heing trken ‘seriously. Its inport: nt thot ALL groups nttend,
Its koy funcition id fo an:lyss elns  ctruglc of womon -8 th cssontinl
b ckground to cur worlt. the wonens strugsle notes whish are ~lso not be ing
‘workced on oncugh by groups orc poart of this processof info. gothering ~nd
annlysis.) 11 BF weénon must pardiciponts in this, ~nd fe @ bock our ideas in
to the whole of BP.Its impottont thnt the Lesnays, feoples Co By, ond the
2 WL cducatmon docunents on women are fully Jiscusscd.i gencr-l criticisn
oft the reportbacks(inclulingours) is that they should h ve ¢o-1t more spee
ificelly with the stoate ;uof womeons strusgle Hnd perspectives for orgnnising
a8 BF wonen.. nd thoe conf, report should ~lso denl with thesc things. Wo
felt t93 thnt the reports chme far tor late, portic. the 2 from BL so
there wns no way of  discus: ing then,
Liw e ngree with the peinte about the report boacks and the reason why ours
wasntt -ownnlyticnl but deseriptive wos nnainly becouse of time -nd the asszump
tion that mnother doc. which is in the proces:. of being writien on our
polit, perspectives in Haide would hove bam writion by now,The ~ttitude
to the Commission, its roport and the confercnce are ste out in tlic minutes
of our lnst meeting which have been circulated 19 all groups.We 2id not get
the BL docs. in timc to discuss them, nd still havent received onc of them,
BEL. OQur reports werc an ~ttempt to work cut o collcetive pusigion on our
politics ~nd perppectives o1 orgonising with wonen, which prrtly cexploing
why they werent donc ns quickly ns the others. We hovent had o womcns moe ting
pricr to this so Im not he woay thoe other commissions have gone is
both duc to demcrnlisctiog ~nd not thking thom scericusly cnough. Its not =o
muach thnt we dont think th:t they ore ipportsnt but the ? of finding the time
and space for the nce. politicnl discus: ions which neod 4o trke nlace.®nd tha
the confusion of peuple being Avny mnd the other confurcnce on this wockoend.
thercs the wider problem of doevoloping donfidonce in ourscelves nnd sur idoeao
to mrke more impnct ~8 wonen on the politics »f BF. , :
Live The question ofn gsetting it together 2 have acctingsto  sort out thesc
issucs rel-te to how much f n praority is ~tti.ched t2 them ~nd its - politic
al choice ~nad one which affeets the whole of BR. Als: coming from the report
fron ELis the gucstion whoet usu/impartﬁncu iz it to be in BF ~nd  its distor—
bing thot this is »n issuHow do wonens not.tings gohernlly it into other
BF prioritics :nd whot woys ~re thoer for the discum: isns to be gonofwlised,
both locnlly ~nd hotionanlly.
WL, the structurc of houschilds nesns thet the discus:. arc gencrnliscd ~nd
thot ~11 iSLucs/dmcs. get telke about if only informnlly. When now puople
conc in wo will howe to chense this informelity to stop exclusive and privat
processes developing. . '
EL., Written discussions have been very useful. .
WL. Suggest nll groups hove meetings on 11l 3 does. = 2BL 2nd 1WL nnéd the rep-
orts to the conferencc. Thon minute these discussions and send thcm round.
BL. Shouldn't be too demornlised as hove produced docs. which is o breckthr-
WLe 1B Move aumay from seoing importince of wking with women in BF,
EL, Wc fecl BF isn't toking wking in communitics ne importsng. Pind this dep-—
regeing.  Liverpool ge m to be conce on wkplaces. . .
Liv. True and its o general tendency té consciously work around wemen's work
pPloces, Impodtant pertly to find anglysis ond proctice. Difficult to start
struggles off in the community without cnding ur scrvicing - 1ike peoplcs
copp. Yhile working round wkploces we hre kooping the comm. in miné -11 the
time, womon's position a8 houscwives ond mothers etce..
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yct 11 te moke conncetions ot work-

WL. ¥»ll beek on Italinn 2
ing with housewivoes f ‘

EL. Cucstion of uiot strugzle is. Doy to dny issuss ore sirugglc tho': of
different kind. Childmidors ond homovkers orgrnising - it is poss to orginisc
with wonen ni home. g

WL, Wonen's intervention 3 p m  und these ispucs - very
difficu’t in proacyices - ' . . :
oL, Inn Ffeod COOR bacn forced 4o guestion our own idco of ay He'll We in
o good pogition to work roundd roents ~fier Herch hoving builu up the relation-—
ships in the food coop, also good Tor intervention round Humncr Fousc.

Live Is Wast London going to be hit by i:du:d mneics, cldze downs ¢© ?
EL. Shortege of unskilled wkers anyvway -nd bocklog of work in Fords so they're
recriuvting - sn its o vory difverent situntion.

°
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WL. Beport bofors Conf: 2 propossle 1)  Hard teo find o unifiocd statonént.
ther's » noFional woman's me ting - ¢ach group ghould write cbout why they're
wking where they are, as woell e rosponse 4o sther does. as soon asg poss.
National me -ting should then draw ;nlnga out., Moot on Bat -nd write report on
Sun. clarifying common ground. Fart of roport could be scction en charter -
drowing things out of the fo1llo ing thinge thot heve nlready boon writteon:
Report Tiack from WS conf in Lecds: minutes of Live. me ting; minutcs of mecting
between GL nnd 1L commisgsion discussion.

J
2) if ther's not o netionnl me ting - Reoport bocks dhould be brought to next
Women's comm isgion me ting — vhich will then Dbe drown together ot properly

deleg-ted wonen's. comm. mo:ting. Don't thinkits poss to writo -that Liv wontse
Live ILivernonl wont something writicen altogother s :gin groune writing their
own p ﬁ'tiunso Enphoasis on why we'lre in DR, .
WL. Yont. to emphosise vhy wedrce wlking the wny we are ond hovw ctc. Wkplace V's
cvmmunlty aﬁ what that mcone. ; '
BL. Thats importont for the whole of BF. Also nced arise for evaluation of
what all ﬁhu women hove heon doing in. the 1nst 6 months. How to relate to
women and kids. Ploygeoups otce _ ,
Liv. ZProbhlem of putiing cmphasis on whoat we're doing ond why menns that women
in BP snd others never hove to confront basidc cgreements. Like impovrtonce of
scparate women's me - Fings ctc. -~ vhich wns Tiis d by o B Hle
EL. "¢ ©lso no d to tallk ~bout working ae women in BF ~nd our relntionship to
the Womens movemeny, As well ns how BF ought to beybut per hops ot the moment
isnt.
Live wo think its viital to dr w out the rensons that wore in BF ~nd why we vk
the Way W du, ond whil: ogree thot oll) the other things noud to becdone its
a-? of prioriticing fﬁr ,Gh: conf. 8 well ~s sorting out thoe b sics zo that
we know that. we hove o mininal cgroement. Ibsnlso on essentinl part of mokin
oursulves more accessible $o other women , und o morc public nnd wnrkcd out
puvlitieni orgwmisation with an identifinble position on wimen.In the post its
beendifficult tv got ~hything done for the Comm. ~nd if its pGSblbiO.tJ do
both thoe things »roposcd =11 well ond good, but we hove to do one thing prope
rly. '
Therefore suggest the repert to cover thoese three nreas,

I.Why women arc in BF, whit offers to women orgrnisntionnlly ~nd
theorctics 1ly9 ané woys in which it should ching: to further ucgomod“tc this.

2o hj i work the way we do wuith women ond perspectives for inter-
vention.. including comn.,v. wikplncc discussion.

3. Relntionship te womene movement and our position on the noeaed *or
automomous womens orgenisntion/scpnrate maut;rbu/bwub groups
THESE REBPCRTS ARW TO BE WRITTEN AND CIRCULATED BY IstFEB. SO THEY CAN BE DISC
~USSED BEFBRW THE NSLT W, BOMMISS. ON FLE 22-23.disagrecements in groups on
sny issuc should be indicnted whorcover possible so as not to producce supper—
ficirl unity » h . )
UL What sbout the Chorter?formul~ting group position is importrnt in omr rel
—ations to WL, ; _ '
Live. W¢ nre¢ hrving . nother mecting on the charter s wo focel our position
noy hove beoh oversirplioter 13 n-de n decislon to toll to wompn h
othor groups in Ipool which we hove donb‘n thing ~bout yob,
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Agreed that WL snd EL will write o
Conf on Charter
BL its importont that whatever is writien by us doesnt boecome defensive, bu
is an osscrtion of what we think,
Liwe Thnts why we so the import. of moking the statement aboyt women orgm
anising autOnomouslya,e(didnt foblow my notcs hcre,,u)
IT ¥AS ALSO DECIDAD THAT THE 2 WL EZD. PROGRAUEMS BE R4AD AND REPURTED ON.Th

T ! SUCS

vort Dbefore the next Commisec, for the
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This wont form port of the conf roport dxcept ~a part of the is s which
we hope +o be dealing with in tholfuture and which w: sc as impo rtantpoints
for clarification rnd n~greemcnt, herc should be a gencral womens meeting aft

the conf., to as scss the conf, ~ndé té decl with other isssucs,

We then hnd o bricf discumsion on the Pcoples Coop before Wl left. The
commcents were no morc th:on theoosc of the individs present; nect the

groups positions,

ILiv. The worrying thing is the ? posed ot thw c¢nd which scoms to loy doubt

on the validity of doing PC work ~nd being in BF. cond vhether being in BF
helps or hinders this pol. nctivity.This is related to the is suc of why the
group is concentrating on the I5 women rathert thon continuing the initiel
morc public org. of thc coop.And why there arc so many BF women involved as

a priority with what isnt thnat broad based an cctivity.dhere it says that
you've tric d to toke other initiatives or get other issues raiscd kin the
group, you s~y nothing zbout whether this will continuc not to develop out
into other arcnrs i.co there is no indication of rfubturce perspectives ~nd
how much of o long teorm priority it is.

BL agre- thot there are - lot of these arwas which we didnt deak with.¥e now
have o greotor wmphasi-or work r.und Sumncr Hiuse and the Housing action
group. We had to stop kBaving public sellings as we werc hassled by the pelice
so rclied on the IS.Othur women are naw wonting to stort their own COOP. .

the ideas have been gencrnlised. We ore showing films and having socinls to
bring in others.There is o loenl mews bulletin which invelves us and the CU
ctc.One thi ng was theat nene of the women fro tho coup wrote the article
with us ~nd wond r how T,Hill coped with t~is.

Iiv. the journal article come out of group discussions ~nd proactice nd when ?
we raised in whoat we wrote wo would refer this bock to be trnilked through.This
wns morc truc of other things wriltén as the Journnl ~rticl was bosced on
formor disc. amd after the cotivity,

WL We would likc more info omn how tho Cooep will deovelop in the futurec,

BL left.

WL Since the roport back we have beun involved in the Hoover and 4AM strikes
and have made some good contacts, partic. with » GEC 85 whe will let us know
what hoppons ot the GWC national S8 conf,If theyd occupicd which wos o poss,
we could have got the hospital unionmbo talk abomt it ond generrlise it that
Wwny.4i woman is possibly getiing o job in GEC in Shcp. Bush aohd therc is o
1liklihood of more fl-re ups therc in the summer .One of the recascns why the &
lockout wasnt disastroud for the workers wns that a 1ot of them got poart time
jobs.. they went back after o weck of success®ul picketing ~ndwon the threshe-
0ld but not the London wei-hting which they had been demanding.We are also
thinking about getting involved in so mc squattingin o GLC estate in some
empty flats -nd weve thought of ~hrving o st21l in the market with womens

1it on it, )

Liv. The shopwork loaflet went down woell before Christmas. We nlso finally
did a leaflet round the bokers after JThad been sacked for refusing to work
with non union labsur »nd h:d t-ken omer o building whilc on night =shift,
being oustcd by a bunch of sczcurity hcavies. ¢ have criticised »oursclves for
not moving sooncr on the brkers ond missing a lot of ovppe. to genernlisc thier
struggle partic. trying to mske links betweon consumeras in bread qucues

and the demnnds of the workers. ilso round rising pricoes, subsidiscd industri
etc. lorc dctrils of this will be in strike notos.

B. thore will be another woman gotting invelved in BI' soon.

We had n brief discussion of the Tilm group but noonc knew anything concrete
about it so we souldnt soy how we might usce it.dlso decided that cach group w

will hnve a coordinstor for ¢ to save million of shone colls. C ot HH for
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